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I am glad to note that the Kannur International Airport’s in-house e-
magazine is being launched. This initiative reflects the airport’s com-
mitment to fostering communication, sharing insights, and showcas-
ing the vibrant facets of this dynamic organization.

The global aviation industry faced unprecedented setbacks with the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The turbulence that ensued af-
fected airports worldwide, testing their adaptability and resilience.
Amidst the chaos of the pandemic, Kannur International Airport
played a significant role in facilitating the repatriation of Indians
stranded in Middle East countries.

I take pride in the substantial strides KIAL has made in contributing
to the economic and tourism development of North Malabar since
its inception. Endowed with a rich history, diverse landscapes, and
cultural heritage, the region holds immense potential for the Kerala’s
tourism industry. While our state is renowned for enchanting back-
waters, pristine beaches, and lush greenery, North Malabar adds a
distinct and captivating flavor to Kerala’s tourism canvas. From the
cultural extravaganza of Theyyam to the unexplored beaches, the
wonder of Kalari, historical forts, and the Malabarian cuisine, our
region possesses the capability to captivate the hearts of travelers
worldwide.

North Malabar is on the path of rapid progress and development. The
upcoming years hold great promise for the region, and several key ini-

datives like IT parks, the development of Azhikkal Seaport, and the

“I take pride in the substantial strides KIAL
has made in contributing to the economic
and tourism development of North Mala-

bar since its inception.”

renovation of Kerala’s waterways will contribute to the region’s socio-
economic growth and align seamlessly with the vision of positioning
North Malabar as a hub of innovation, trade, and transportation.
Strategically located in the heart of North Malabar, Kannur Inter-
national Airport serves as a gateway to this untapped paradise. It has
a pivotal role to play in facilitating connectivity, both domestic and
international, thereby acting as a catalyst for economic growth and an
enabler of sustainable tourism. I am sure that it will help to unlock
the full potential of North Malabar, in turn contributing to the de-
velopment of Kerala as a whole.

The e-magazine stands as a testament to the collective efforts of a tal-
ented and innovative team, showcasing the spirit of Kannur Interna-
tional Airport. I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the dedicated
team behind it. Your hard work and commitment have transformed
promising ideas into a captivating reality, providing a platform to
share KIALs journey, celebrate its achievements and connect with a
larger audience.

My best wishes.

Z=

Sh. Pinarayi Vijayan | CM-Kerala & Chairman, Kannur International Airport Led.



TIMELINE OF KANNUR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Govt. of Kerala accorded sanction to set up Kannur

International Airport | KINFRA appointed as the
nodal agency.
In-principal approval from MoCA & Union
Cabinet | Moorkhanparamb & Velliyamparamb
identified for developing the airport.
Kannur International Airport Limited formed as a
public limited company.
Foundation stone laid by the then CM, Sh. VS
Achuthanandan, in a function attended by the then
Civil Aviation Minister, Sh. Praful Patel.
MHA accorded security clearance | DGCA
accorded site clearance.
MoEF accorded environmental clearance | Airport
construction work awarded to L&T Ltd.
Construction work flagged-off by the then Defense
Minister, Sh. AK Antony.
Trial landing conducted on a 2400 m runway with
a code-B aircraft.
Commenced operations on 9th Dec, 2018 | Inau-
gurated by the CM, Sh. Pinarayi Vijayan and the
then CA Minister, Sh. Suresh Prabhu.
Facilitated 1 Million pax within the first 9 months
of operation.
Integrated Air Cargo complex commenced
operations.

' ! Q ! 3 First Haj operations from Kannur
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From the

CHIEF EDITOR

Dear Readers,

t brings me and my team immense joy and pride to welcome you to the inaugural issue of our e-magazine, a culmination
Iof creativity, dedication and a shared passion for storytelling. In crafting this first edition, our team of talented writers,

editorial team and contributors embarked on a journey to bring you insightful articles, captivating stories, and thought-
provoking features. Our goal is not only to inform and entertain but to create a digital space where ideas flourish and diverse
voices resonate,

As the Chief Editor, I want this magazine to be more than just a collection of pages, I envision it as a dynamic platform
that fosters connection, understanding, and a sense of community. We aim to cover a spectrum of topics, from the happenings
in Kannur airport and the outside world to lifestyle, from arts to technology and of course aviation, reflecting the richness of
our reader’s interests.

In the spirit of innovation, each issue will evolve, adapting to your feedback and the ever-changing landscape of informa-
tion and entertainment. We invite you to be an integral part of this journey by sharing your thoughts, suggestions, and stories.

This e-magazine is not just a publication, it is a shared space for discovery and dialogue. We hope that with each turn of
the virtual page, you find inspiration, enjoyment and a connection to the diverse tapestry of ideas presented.

Thank you for joining us on this exciting venture. Together let us explore the boundless possibilities of this digital realm
and create a vibrant community that celebrates the power of words and ideas.

Happy reading!!!
K.G. Suresh Kumar

Chief Editor, WeCNN
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‘ ‘ I ] ew Year greetings to all. Excitement fills the air]
as we unveil our new venture, a digital maga-
zine, an online quarterly publication. Our edi-

torial board has worked hard to make this happen and my ap-|

preciation to them. I also congratulate all those who contributed| :
with articles and other information in this magazine.

Let this magazine be a start of our new journey, together
with all stakeholders, to make Kannur Airport a delighted expe-

rience for all the passengers and a platform for creativity to all the

employees of this beautiful airport. :
K.P. Jose|:
ED-Engineering, COO | KIAL|:

‘ ‘ ’] Yhis initiative by Team Kannur Airport is indeedn :
a proud moment for all of us. To come up with|:
this idea of an airport E-Magazine is an excellent

tool to showcase the airport’s facilities and our capabilities to the

aviation and other community using our airport infrastructure.

Having associated with this project as early as from Sept 2010

makes me immensely proud to be part of the aviation ecosys-

tem, in the region along with all those who have and continue
to contribute to this Airports growth initiative. I am extremely
happy that the Socio-economic development of the region has|:
transformed significantly with employment generation, business| :
opportunities and tourism potential. For a sustainable growth, |:
much is required to be done and I congratulate the team for this
initiative and let this be a beginning and platform for a bright
future road ahead for Team Kannur Airport.
Jayakrishnan. S|:
CFO | KIAL|:

CONTRIBUTORS
Magazine Title: Revathi Babu. K | JM-E, KIAL
Magazine Caption: Sooraj Mohan | JM-S, KIAL
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estled in the cultural tapestry of
Kerala, Kannur International

Airport stands as a beacon of pro-
gress. It is not just an airport; it is a testament
to Kerala’s commitment to global connectiv-
ity and economic prosperity. Strategically
positioned to serve the diverse needs of the
region, including a large NRI population, a
thriving business community, and avid tour-
ists, Kannur International Airport is a gate-
way to new horizons.

Spanning over 2,300 acres, this airport
is the second Greenfield venture in Kerala,
built on the innovative PPP model. The land,
acquired through the Kerala Industrial Infra-
structure Development Corporation, was
meticulously transferred to the company in
phases. The completion of construction in
this vast expanse signifies a landmark achieve-
ment for the region’s aviation landscape.

The roots of Kannur International Air-
port date back to 1997 when the proposal
gained momentum under the support of Sh.
C. M. Ibrahim, the then Union Minister of

Civil Aviation. Overcoming challenges, in-

cluding ecological concerns that led to the
relocation of the proposed site, the airport
received in-principle approval in 2008. The
journey from the foundation stone laid in
2010 to its commissioning in 2018 reflects
the perseverance and dedication of all in-
volved.

Under the leadership of Shri. Dinesh
Kumar C, the current Managing Director,
and with the Chief Minister of Kerala as the
Chairman, Kannur International Airport is

managed by Kannur International Airport

Ltd. The Government of Kerala, the prin-
cipal investor, holds a significant stake, with
other shares distributed among State and
Central Public Sector Undertakings, Airports
Authority of India, and various other enti-
ties.

Operational excellence is a key corner-
stone of Kannur International Airport, re-
flecting its commitment to providing seam
less and efficient services to travellers. From
its strategic infrastructure to cutting-edge
technology and customer-centric approach,
Kannur Airport strives to set a benchmark
in operational efficiency. Let’s delve into the
aspects that contribute to the operational ex-
cellence of Kannur International Airport.

1. Runway and Infrastructure

Kannur Airport’s runway, oriented at
07/25 and spanning 3050 meters (with plans
for expansion to 4000 meters), is designed
to international standards. The obstacle-free
approach and full-length parallel taxiway en-
hance the airport’s operational capabilities,
ensuring smooth aircraft movements ,re-

duced turnaround times and safe operations.

17 May, 2016 | Construction of Flyover

The airport boasts the capacity to accommo-
date aircraft up to Code ‘E’, showcasing its
readiness to handle a diverse range of aircraft
sizes. Furthermore, the parking facility is de-
signed to accommodate up to 20 Code ‘C
aircraft simultaneously, emphasizing the air-
port’s operational prowess and flexibility in
managing aircraft operations.
2. Passenger Terminal

The integrated passenger terminal, span-
ning over 97,000 square meters, is a testa-

ment to modernity and functionality. The in-

“ ivil Aviation Industry in
India has emerged as one
of the fastest growing in-

dustries in the country. Kannur Airport
also have been able to participate in the
growth for the last five years. Being the
Air Navigation Service provider of the
country, Airports Authority of India con-
tinue to dedicate our service to all our
travellers ensuring safety at all the time.
Pradeep Kumar. G

Jt. GM, AAIL | ATS in-charge

novative “Swing Facility” allows the terminal
to seamlessly switch between domestic and
international operations, showcasing flexibil-
ity and adaptability. Self-check-in counters
and self-baggage dropping machines stream-
line the passenger experience.
3. Connectivity and Accessibility

The airport’s connectivity is not limited
to air travel alone. Pre-paid taxi services, and
proximity to railway stations, facilitate easy
access for travellers. The ongoing national

highway development plan significantly am-

plifies accessibility to the airport.

4. Future-Ready Planning

Kannur International Airport’s commit-
ment to operational excellence extends to its
forward-thinking plans. The proposed expan-
sion of the runway, terminal building, and
apron bays, coupled with the introduction of
international cargo facilities and solar initia-
tives, demonstrates a proactive approach to
meeting future demands and environmental
sustainability.

5. Airline Connectivity

Host to major airlines such as Air India

Jan-Mar 2024 | WeCNN | 9



Express and Indigo, Kannur Airport main-
tains robust airline connectivity. The op-
erational resilience demonstrated during the
COVID-19 pandemic, with a diverse list of
airlines operating, reflects the airport’s adapt-
ability to challenging circumstances. Dis-
cussions aimed at incorporating additional
Indian carriers will enhance connectivity
and foster increased competition from the
airport.
6. Air-Cargo Facilities

Cargo products such as cut flowers, ma-
rine products, vegetables, handlooms, meat,
fish, coffee and handicrafts have enormous
potential in the region. The temporary Inte-
grated Air Cargo Complex, handling 18,000
MT of cargo per annum, showcases the
airport’s commitment to efficient logistics.
With a larger international cargo complex,
on the horizon, Kannur Airport is position-
ing itself as a crucial hub for the movement
of goods, ensuring prompt and secure cargo

services on the region.

“ IndiGo commenced operations

from KIAL in 2019 with direct

flights to Hyderabad and Chen-

nai, making it the 67th destination in the
6E network. Over the years, it has evolved
into an important destination with 61
weekly domestic and international flights
operated by IndiGo. The airline now con-
nects Kannur to several Tier 1 and Tier
2 cities, like Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kochi,
Hyderabad, Chennai, and Thiruvanan-
thapuram along with Doha in Qatar.
IndiGo is committed to providing the
best-in-class services as it remains dedicat-
ed to serving its customers better and mak-
ing air travel more accessible to all. IndiGo
is honoured to be a key contributor to the
success of Kannur International Airport.
Here’s to many more years of shared suc-
cess and reaching new heights, together!
Station Manager

Indigo

7. Passenger Services

Beyond the operational infrastructure,
Kannur Airport places a strong emphasis on
passenger services. Dedicated to delivering

an exemplary passenger experience, the air-

10 | WeCNN | Jan-Mar 2024
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annur International Airport celebrated its momentous 5th anniversary on Decem-

ber 9, 2023, with a jubilant atmosphere that resonated with the spirit of achieve-

ent and community. The week-long festivities leading up to the grand celebra-

tion were marked by a series of sports and cultural activities, showcasing the vibrant talents
of the region.

The annual day commenced with a ceremonial cake cutting, a symbolic gesture that

encapsulated the success and growth of Kannur Airport over the past five years. The cer-

emony was graced by the esteemed presence of Mr. Dinesh Kumar C, the Managing Direc-

tor of Kannur International Airport Limited, and Mr. Thomson Jose, the Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of Kannur Range.

— T

by

¢ RN TR

The celebration showcased the vibrant spirit of Kannur, featuring a diverse range of
performances by the Student Police Cadets of the district. Their displays demonstrated
discipline, precision, and the commitment to community engagement that are synony-
mous with the airport’s values. Adding a musical note to the celebration, a mesmerizing
band display enthralled the audience. The talents of nearby school students were also on
full display as they presented a variety of cultural programs, showcasing the rich heritage
and diversity of the region. Additionally, the day featured a spirited cycling rally from the
district center to the airport, distinguished by the esteemed presence of the district collec-
tor, further elevating the significance of the occasion.

In the lead-up to the 5th-anniversary celebrations at Kannur International Airport, a
dynamic week of sports unfolded, engaging stakeholders in cricket, badminton, table ten-
nis, football, tug of war, and volleyball. The airport community showcased their athletic

prowess in a friendly yet competitive atmosphere.

port has meticulously curated a comprehen-
sive suite of services. This includes access to
exclusive airport lounges, providing travelers
with a comfortable and refined environment.
Additionally, the airport offers convenient
ATM facilities for financial transactions, a
tranquil prayer room for moments of reflec-
tion, and tailored special assistance services
to meet the unique needs of passengers.

Well-equipped medical facilities address any

health-related concerns, while thoughtfully
designed baby care/feeding rooms cater to
the needs of parents and infants. Prepaid
taxi services ensure efficient and hassle-free
transportation, and seamless Wi-Fi connec-
tivity keeps passengers connected through-
out their journey. On-site pharmacy facilities
and postal services are available for medical
provisions and mailing needs, respectively.
The Airport Health Organization (APHO)



‘ n the intricate ballet of avia-

tion, Kannur International
Airport finds an unwavering

guardian in the Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISE). CISF’s meticulous
protocols and cutting-edge security meas-
ures ensure an impregnable shield, epito-
mizing our commitment to unparalleled
safety for passengers. CISF’s vigilance,
backed by state-of-the-art technology,
fortifies Kannur skies, setting internation-
al benchmarks. Together, CISF & KIAL
Management jointly navigate the dynam-
ic landscape of aviation security, ensuring
every journey from Kannur International
Airport is a secure and confident sojourn.
Beyond  Conventional  security
measures, CISF actively engages in in-
telligence gathering and analysis, aug-
International ~ Air-

The

proactive ethos aligns seamlessly with

menting Kannur
ports preemptive capabilities.
our pledge to stay abreast of nascent se-
curity trends, ensuring for all stakehold-
ers within the precincts of Kannur skies!

Commandant

CISF | ASG, Kannur

upholds health and safety standards, and
designated areas like the Visitor’s Gallery and
Airside View Gallery allow visitors to observe
airport activities. Diverse retail shops and cu-
linary offerings at food and beverage outlets

cater to various tastes, and well-appointed

18 June, 2016 | Passenger Terminal Building: Before é‘Aﬁer | 14 Feb, 2023

lounges provide a space for passengers to re-
lax in style. Duty-free shops add to the allure,
offering international travelers a shopping ex-
perience with duty-free products. This array
of services underscores the airport’s unwaver-
ing commitment to ensuring a seamless and
enjoyable travel experience for all passengers.
8. Technology Integration

Kannur International Airport integrates
cutting-edge technology to optimize opera-

tions. The presence of self-check-in counters,

e

self-baggage dropping machines, and Wi-Fi
services ensures that passengers experience a
seamless and technologically advanced jour-
ney.

Kannur International Airports op-
erational excellence is a result of meticulous
planning, a commitment to technological in-
novation, and a customer-centric approach.
As the airport continues to evolve and meet

the dynamic needs of the aviation industry,

it stands as a shining example of operational




guards the gateway to In-

R KANNUR

International Airport

dia while assisting all legit-
imate travellers and protecting National
Security. We serve our country and pro-
mote its growth and development with
the core philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Ku-

dumbakam’ by facilitating movements of
all citizens of the world.
Chief Immigration Officer

Bureau of Immigration
R . Lot K“OW I our

efficiency in the realm of air travel. " I —
The gateway to North Malabar '.l: . R I H T
Kannur Airport, hailed as the gateway

to North Malabar, transcends its role as an

aviation hub to unveil a captivating tapestry
of tourist attractions. Beyond its aviation ex- .

cellence, Kannur boasts a rich heritage en-

capsulated in historical forts, pristine beach-
es, vibrant cultural festivals like Theyyam,

and the captivating beauty of Paithalmala.

Kannur International Airport not only
serves as a pivotal link connecting people G AT fawT warer

N\ :
" MINISTRY OF
and places but stands as a symbolic represen- - ‘,3 CIVIL AVIATION / J l\ Airsewa

tation of Kerala’s progressive journey towards A
economic vibrancy. As it gracefully contin-
ues to spread its wings, the airport remains
a testament to the region’s unwavering com-
mitment to a brighter, more connected, and

culturally enriched future.®

‘ ‘ appy to learn that Kannur
Airpore staff is publishing
an e-magazine. I am sure

that this will help to strengthen the bond
among the staff and thus ease the tension
and will enable all to enjoy the work. This
will ultimately lead to the overall develop-
ment of this airport.

E. V. Sivaraman IRS

Asst. Commissioner | Air Customs, Kannur

12 | WeCNN | Jan-Mar 2024
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annur, my home land known as land
of looms and lore’s is a curious stan-
alone island of cultural homogene-
ity when we compare with the surrounding
area. Random talks with the people outside
this land made me aware of the differences
we have with rest of Kerala and as a curious
student of history made me to work out my
brain on the matter. I was amazed with the
historical and cultural splendidness of our
land.
Let’s start with the etymological explanations
behind the name of the land itself. There is
a notion that the name Kannur is derived
from the local saying of ‘land (ooru) of Kan-
nan’. However, most of the historians point
towards the origin of name to an early vil-
lage settlement on the banks of a historical
river which used to flow in the area known as
‘Kanampuzha'. Even though the river is non-
existent now, its presence in early ages can
be understood through the names of places
associated with it. For example, the region of

‘Attadappa’ on the outskirts of present Kan-

14 | WeCNN | Jan-Mar 2024

nur corporation is believed to have derived
its name as the land formed after filling up
of the river, ‘Aaru’ was the common word
used for river in those times and even now
in southern parts of Kerala. The historical
origin of place names such as Chala, Thot-
tada, Kannothumchal etc. can be traced back
to the existence of the now filled up river.
Description of that river can also be seen in
some older poems in early eras of the com-
mon era and travel documents of world
travellers. Thus the village on the mouth of
river adjacent to Arabian sea is believed to be
called as ‘ooru’ near the Kanam river, as Kan-
nur or Cannanore by foreigners.

Analysing the exotic and endemic culture of
the land we have to read through pages of his-
tory. The lands of northern Kerala were ruled
by independent kings in most part of the his-
tory. References to the early rulers is known
through literary documents such as Sangam
texts, writings of some court poets of those
rulers and some of the early Sandeshakavyas

in Kerala history. These small pieces of infor-

mation help us to understand the presence
of a sovereign state and flourishing sea trade
with the outside world. Historical recreation
of lineage and social conditions are impos-
sible due to lack of data. Excavations of large
heaps of coins from Roman empire around
from areas of erstwhile Kottayam in Kannur

points towards the trade links with Eastern
Major ports and trade
points of the land are
mentioned in ancient
documents such as The
Periplus of the Eritrean
Sea written in first cen-
tury CE, and the writings
of ‘Pliny the elder’ and
‘Prolemy’ author of Geog-
raphy.



Roman Empire. The land is believed to be
ruled by the Mushaka kings of Ezhimala.
‘Mushaka Vamsam’ a Sanskrit poem written
around 12th century by Athula one of the
court poets of the dynasty throws light on
some of the areas of history. Major ports and
trade points of the land are mentioned in an-
cient documents such as The Periplus of the
Eritrean Sea written in first century CE, and
the writings of ‘Pliny the elder’ and ‘Prole-
my’ author of Geography. This points to the
contact with western world, which may have
led to cultural exchanges and assimilation of
some cultural aspects.

In later part of history Mushaka kings are
believed to be vassalized by the Kulashekaras
of Mahodayapuram. However, historians are
also of the opinion that northern area above
Thalassery remained independent, providing
a cultural insulation. Later towards the 14th
century Kolathiris who are believed to be the
descendants of ancient Mushaka kings gained
power and ruled the land by making Chirak-
kal as their capital. Thus the land came to
be known as Kolathunadu. They continued
their rule until the arrival and grabbing of
sovereignty by Europeans. Long stable rule
provided by them again gave a platform for
growth in cultural and economic spheres.
The formation of Arakkal dynasty, the only
Muslim dynasty in Kerala and the occupa-
tion by Mysore forces effected the social and
economic spheres in later part of history. The
resistance to foreign rule by local rulers and

the battles fought by Pazhassi Raja is some-

Aol - N o

Payyannur Kolkali | Small sti

cks are used by performers to do the performance

thing to be proud of for every people.
The land of Kannur is rich in case of art and
literature. Even before the emergence of Ma-
layalam language as an independent stream
from Dravidian language family, there ex-
isted poets such as Athula, Shankara kavi etc.
who chose Sanskrit, which was the lingua
franca of the time. One of the father figures
of Malayalam language, ‘Cherruserri’ com-
posed the ‘Krishna Gadha' from the land of
Kannur. He is believed to be a native of Pal-
likunnu and a court poet of Kolathiri king.
When we come to the writings of modern
era, the first short story of Malayalam “Vasa-
navikrithi’ written by Vengayil Kunjiraman
Nayanar hails from Kannur. The first perfect
novel in Malayalam language ‘Indulekha’
also came from the soil of Kannur, written
by O Chandumenon from Thalassery. The
literary tradition started by these stalwarts is
carried forward by other prolific writers such
as T Padmanabhan, Sukumar Azhikode, M
Mukundan who became a citizen of Mahe
after it became a Union territory.

Kannur is also a treasure trove of vibrant art
forms. To start with the spiritual folk art of
Theyyam, with vibrant and bright colours
and captivating rituals is a result of long pe-
riod of cultural refining. Theyyam is an art
from intertwined with history, mythology,
devotion and local yores, where deities, an-
cient warriors or a common man who be-
came deitified by his actions is worshipped
and remembered by the people.

Other than Theyyam, Kalaripayattu is also

s e
f i

“One of the father figures
of Malayalam language,
‘Cherruserri’ composed
the ‘Krishna Gadha’ from
the land of Kannur. He

is believed to be a native
of Pallikunnu and a court

poet of Kolathiri king.”

deeply associated with society of northern
Malabar. We cannot find any point in his-
tory to attribute to its origin. However, it is
mentioned in some ancient texts and writ-
ings of foreign travellers. Folk songs known
as Northern Ballads sings about the heroics
of trained people of Kalaripayattu and about
some prominent families and temples associ-
ated with it. Apart from being a martial art it
also brings along various treatments for mus-
cular and nerve problems in close association
with Ayurveda.

‘Poorakali’ is another art form endemic to the
land of Kannur. A group of men performs
the dance singing stories and praises of dei-
ties while moving in circles around a lit lamp.
It is believed to have originated from the ar-
tistical expression of farming community of
their devotion to a deity. Another art form
similar to Poorakali is ‘Payyannur Kolkali’
where small sticks are used by performers to
do the performance. I chose to mention these
art forms among a handful of others because
of the waning of these from our daily life.
The art of Mural paintings is also well de-
veloped in our land and is now in the path
of obscurity. The style of painting followed is
very similar to the Dravidian style followed
in southern India. Thodeekalam Temple
which is also associated with Pazhassi Raja is
well known for its murals. However, we can
also find some unexplored murals ins differ-
ent temples in state of decay.

The cultural vibrance of Kannur is beyond
any measure but majority of people residing
in this amazing land is unaware of it. The
fast urbanisation and cosmopolitan lifestyle

makes us a foreigner in our own land.®

Jan-Mar 2024 | WeCNN | 15



The Crucial Role of CN‘& gy

Johnson Joseph | AGM (CNS), AAI

he Airports Authority of India

(AAI) serves as the Air Navigation

Service Provider (ANSP) for Civil
Aviation in India. In this capacity, AAI en-
sures the safe, orderly, and efficient flow of
air traffic across the country. Managing the
designated Indian airspace spanning 2.8 mil-
lion square nautical miles, AAI oversees Air
Navigation Services at government, state,
and private airports throughout India. The
ANS service comprises Air Traffic Control
(ATC) and Communication, Navigation,
and Surveillance (CNS).
Commaunication, Navigation, and Surveil-
lance (CNS)

In the dynamic and complex world of
aviation, the seamless integration of Com-
munication, Navigation, and Surveillance
(CNS) plays a pivotal role in ensuring the
safety, efficiency, and effectiveness of air trav-
el. These interconnected systems form the
backbone of modern aviation infrastructure,
facilitating the exchange of critical informa-
tion, precise navigation, and vigilant airspace
surveillance.

Air Traffic Safety Electronics Personnel
(ATSEP)

Ensuring the reliability and functional-
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ity of CNS facilities falls under the responsi-
bility of Air Traffic Safety Electronics Person-
nel (ATSEP), also known as CNS Engineers.
These professionals are instrumental in the
development, installation, operation, and
maintenance of ground-based electronic sys-
tems essential for air traffic management.
Communication facilities at Kannur
Airport
Effective communication is paramount
in aviation to ensure a smooth flow of in-
formation. CNS facilities at Kannur Airport
facilitate communication through various
means, primarily using voice communica-
tion. The following are the communication

facilities at Kannur Airport:

sy

odern Aviation

VHF Transmitters & Receivers

VHF communication transmitters and
receivers facilitate AM voice communication
between aircraft and air traffic control officers
(ATCO:s) or between aircraft themselves. We
have VHF transmitters and receivers desig-
nated for Tower, Approach, Emergency, and
DATIS frequencies. The maximum range of
the VHF Transmitter/Receiver is 200NM
(370KM), providing ample coverage for any
situation at Kannur Airport. The VHF trans-
mitters and receivers are manufactured by
Par Air Electronics, UK.
DATIS (Digital Automatic Terminal
Information Service)

It is a system used in aviation to provide

CNS facilities | DVOR
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pilots with up-to-date information about

current weather conditions, runway status,
and other essential details at airports. The
DATITS at Kannur Airport transmits terminal
information in VHF frequency continuously
for 24 hours, and aircraft even at 100 km
can tune in to receive information in their
cockpit receiver. The DATIS software is de-
veloped by ACAMS, Norway.

DVR (Digital Voice Recorder)

Used to real-time record various voice
communications, including Pilot and ATCO
VHF communication, telephone calls, Walk-
ie Talkie calls, fire alarms, etc. The DVR in-
stalled at Kannur Airport has the capacity to
record 64 channels simultaneously, playing a
vital role in CNS/ATM for incident or acci-
dent investigations. Voxtronics, Austria is the
manufacturer of DVR at Kannur Airport.
Voice Communication Control System
(VCCS)

The VCCS is a state-of-the-art CNS/
ATM facility that integrates multiple com-
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munication facilities like VHF Transmit-
ters, Receivers, Telephone lines, etc., into a
single device for the easy and effective use of
ATCOs. The recently installed system is the
Ttalian-based SITTI Multifono VCCS.
Automated Message Switching System
(AMSS)

A computerized message switching sys-
tem used in aviation for the exchange of op-
erationally important air safety-related mes-
sages between airports. These messages can
include flight plans, departure and arrival
information of aircrafts, METAR, incident
message, NOTAM etc. The AMSS at Kan-
nur Airport is developed in-house by AAI
and is a remote connection of Cochin airport
AMSS.

Navigation Facilities at Kannur Airport

Navigation facilities in aviation refer to
the infrastructure and systems designed to as-
sist aircraft in determining their position, fol-
lowing a desired course, and navigating safely
from one point to another.

DVOR (Doppler VHF Omnidirectional
Range)

DVOR is a short-range radio naviga-
tion system enabling aircraft to determine
their position and stay on course. Ground-
based DVOR stations transmit signals in all
directions, and aircraft receive these signals
to determine their radial (bearing) from the
station.

DME (Distance Measuring Equipment)

DME provides the distance between
the aircraft and a ground-based or airborne
station. Often used in conjunction with
DVOR, DME helps pilots determine their
exact position. The DVOR and DME at
Kannur are made by Mopiens, Korea, with a
range of up to 200NM.

ILS (Instrument Landing System)

The Instrument Landing System (ILS)
is a ground-based naviga-
tion aid providing preci-
sion guidance to aircraft
during approach and ¢
landing, especially in ad-
verse weather conditions. |
It consists of two compo- |
nents:

(LLZ):

eLocalizer Pro-

CNS facilities | Glidepath

vides lateral guidance, ensuring alignment

with the runway centreline.

*Glide Path (GP): Provides vertical guidance,
helping maintain the correct descent profile
for a safe landing.

The LLZ and GP systems at Kannur are
manufactured by Normarc, Norway, with a
range of 25 nautical miles (NM).

Surveillance Facilities

CNS surveillance involves the moni-
toring and tracking of aircraft movements
within a designated airspace. RADAR (Ra-
dio Detection and Ranging) and ADS-B
(Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-
cast) are key technologies employed in sur-
veillance. Kannur Airport does not currently
house RADAR and ADS-B surveillance
facilities, the nearby airports of Mangaluru
and Cochin extend their surveillance range
to cover Kannur.

In essence, CNS in aviation is more than
a set of technologies; it represents a commit-
ment to safety, efficiency, and innovation.
The integration of communication, naviga-
tion, and surveillance systems at Kannur Air-
port showcases a dedication for meeting the
evolving demands of global airspace, ensur-
ing that every journey is conducted with the

highest standards of reliability and safety.®

CNS facilities | Localizer
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NOMTO'

MNORTH MALABAR TOURISM ORGANISATION

T K Ramesh Kumar | President, NMCC

he North Malabar Chamber of Commerce (NMCC),

established in 1952 with the objective of promoting and

protecting trade, commerce and industry of North Mala-
bar, has been constantly striving for the development of this region
for the last 70+ years. As a part of our efforts, the Chamber has been
conducting various activities which are directed to ensure acceler-
ated growth and progress in this part of the country.

The recent houseboat accident in Malappuram had a serious
impact on houseboat owners, bringing to the fore, the drastic lack
of coordination and representation of this sector within the tour-
ism industry. Guided by NMCC, all the boat owners of this region
were brought under a common platform wherein they could share
their ideas and concerns, and also work towards creating a scamless
business function albeit complying with the law of the land. This
gave root to the idea of creating an umbrella organization for all
the stake holders in the tourism sector, which will enable them to
project their potential and also to create opportunities for them to
interact with various groups within the sector so that they could
conduct their business profitably while contributing to the promo-
tion of tourism in this region.

Thus, was formed North Malabar Tourism Organisation
(NOMTO), a joint initiative of the North Malabar Chamber
of Commerce and the tourism stakeholders of North Malabar.
NOMTO is an independent registered body for the promotion of
tourism in Kannur and Kasaragod districts. These two districts of
North Malabar have immense tourism potential enriched with se-
rene backwaters, misty hills, unexplored beaches, diverse culture,
ancient pilgrim centers, beautiful rivers and a lot of other tourist
attractions.

Kannur Airport serves as an entry point to this region. There-
fore, NOMTO has taken initiatives to develop and promote tour-
ism circuits connecting Kannur and Kasaragod with Mysore and
Coorg. This is a highly promising circuit for the inquisitive travelers
as well as Tour Operators.

North Malabar is truly promising. Our backwaters and rivers
are still virgin. Our beaches are still serene. Our hill stations are still
not crowded. Our culture is still intact. Our pilgrim centers are cul-
turally and spiritually rich. Overall, the experiences which North
Malabar offer are truly mesmerizing and unique.

Apart from promoting the interests of industry and commerce
of North Malabar, NMCC has been conducting various tourism
promotional events such as Mystical Malabar, Kannur Darshan
and North Malabar Travel Bazar. Moreover, the chamber also fo-
cuses on the health and wellbeing of the society, as evidenced by the
conduct of sporting events such as Kannur Beach Run, Chamber
Gold Cup Football Tournament etc. which are trendsetters in this

region. ™



Everyone from the aviation industry as
well as the public are discussing about the
DigiYatra, an initiative of Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Government of India, for the com-
fort and seamless airport experience for the
passengers. | think it is good time to discuss
another revolution which was initiated by
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS),
the regulatory authority for civil aviation
security in India with a vision to elevate
the passenger convenience, through Virtual
Physical Check (VPC) for the inspection of
suspected baggage at Inline Hold Baggage
Screening System.

Over a period of time in the aviation
industry, one of the major concerns in the
perspective of both passenger experience and
security was the way of how the hold (check-
in/ registered) baggage were screened for de-
parting passengers at airports. At present, the
long queue in front of the X-ray screening
machines at departure hall is completely van-
ished by the introduction of Inline Hold Bag-
gage Screening system (ILHBS) at airports.
Almost all major airports in the country have
introduced this facility and the remaining
airports are in the process of installing the
ILHBS system. From the year 2004 onwards,
BCAS was very keen for a regular upgrada-
tion in the specifications and procedures
of the ILHBS system. Finally, this resulted
in the replacement of Explosive Detection
Tomography System (EDtS machines) by
modern Computed Tomography Explosive

Detection System (CT-EDS). Due to this
change, the throughput of a single channel
system can reach up to 1800 or more bags
per hour, whereas it was around 1200 bags
per hour before.

Even though the modern technologies
and methods that we have adopted have ca-
tered well for passenger experience in terms
of processing time and security, the method
of physical inspection of suspected baggage
remained as an unaddressed issue till recent
past. In the year 2022, BCAS introduced the
concept of virtual physical check/ virtual re-
union of passenger for conducting physical
inspection and interview in case of any suspi-
cion arise in the check-in baggage.

The Concept

In the ILHBS system, screening of hold
baggage takes place generally at four levels,
depending on the decision of the screener.
The Level-1, is the CTX machine itself,
which has the automatic decision-making
ability (Currently, the automatic decision-
making ability is disabled in the country due
to the directive from BCAS). At Level-2, in a
predetermined time, the screeners analyze the
bag images and decide whether the bag can
be cleared to baggage sorting area (BSA) or
rejected to Level-3 for further analysis. Bags
reached at Level-3 can be analyzed through
various technologies including explosive de-
tectors. The bags which contain explosives or
IED components are declared as threat bags

and will be handled as per standard operat-

VIRTUAL
PHYSICAL
CHECK

A Game Changer

Rejith. K | AM-Security, KIAL

ing procedure. Bags which are declared as
clear bags will be transported to BSA. The
suspected bags which contain any prohib-
ited items other than that of explosives or
IED components and whose X-Ray images
are not inferring, are referred to Level-4 for
physical inspection and passenger interview.
From the above scenario it is vivid that
a bag is referred to physical examination and
passenger interview after the completion of
various procedures. This process usually re-
quired specific duration. The design of bag-
gage handling system may vary depending
on the infrastructure of the airports. The
conveyor lengths can vary from meters to
kilometers. The movement time of a baggage
from check-in counters to Level-4 may take
an average time of 5-10 minutes. Therefore,
airline operators are notified about the pas-
senger reunion at Level-4 only after 5 to 10

minutes later after the passenger complete

“Since the VPC consumes
very little time as com-
pared to conventional
procedure, the passengers
will get more leisure time
at departure, which will
promote commercial ac-

tivities at the airports.”
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their check-in formalities. By this time the
passenger might have crossed emigration or
pre-embarkation security check. Airline staff
were always concerned about physical exami-
nation cases at Level-4 which would cause
last minute hurry to identify the passengers
and commute between Level-4 to boarding
gate which also may lead to flight delays, pas-
senger inconvenience, complaints and even
leading to missing the flight.

BCAS had issued a directive in the year
2022 with the provision of inducting the
concept of Virtual Physical Check (VPC)
for conducting physical examination and
passenger interview at Level-4 for suspected
baggage. This concept mandates an area ear-
marked exclusively for the purpose, which
will be referred as VPC Station herein af-
ter, near to boarding gates. The area will be
equipped with live CCTV feeds from Lev-
el-4 area and a communication facility for
direct interaction between the passenger at
VPC Station and the security staff at Level-4.

The passenger interview and physical
examination will be conducted online by the
security staff from Level-4 and the passenger
who will be at VPC Station so that the pas-
sengers need not to be brought to Level-4
area for conducting physical examination. If
the bag is locked, the lock and key coordina-
tion is the responsibility of airline staff.

Normally, VPC is conducted after tak-
ing consent from the concerned passenger.
Once the call for Level-4 VPC is commu-
nicated, the airline staff will bring the pas-
senger to VPC Station located at security
hold area, near to the boarding gate. Secu-
rity staff at Level-4 will verify the passenger
details and take consent from passenger to
conduct VPC. CCTV cameras installed at
Level-4 will cover all the procedure of physi-
cal examination of hold baggage and a live
feed will be provided at VPC Station through
which the passenger can witness the exami-
nation. The prohibited items, if anything lies
in the bag will get removed and the bag will
be cleared to BSA. For items such as arms
and ammunitions or any other customs pro-
hibited or contraband item, it is mandatory
to bring the passenger to Level-4 as per the

conventional procedure.
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Perspectives

VPC facility is the most convenient
and will reduce the efforts taken to bring the
passengers to Level-4 area for conducting
physical examination. This will contribute
in reducing the aforesaid last-minute hurry,
delays, passenger complaints etc. VPC also
facilitate easiness in the handling of Passen-
gers with Reduced Mobilicy (PRM) at the
airports, if they required physical examina-
tion of baggage. As the concept of VPC was
introduced recently, and is not a mandatory
provision, most of the airports in the country
are yet to install this facility.

Since the VPC consumes very little time
as compared to conventional procedure, the
passengers will get more leisure time at de-
parture, which will promote commercial
activities at the airports. Moreover, for those
who are travelling in a group or with family,
the isolation of a particular passenger from
the group for physical examination to Lev-
el-4 may make him/ her more nervous and
anxious as compared to VPC, which reduces
the embarrassment for being called for physi-
cal examination at Level-4.

The concept says about the requirement
of VPC Station near to boarding gates only.
As this facility can be utilized across the de-
parture concourse, the facility need not to be
restricted near the boarding gates and can be
anywhere at the departures that are deemed
to be fit by the airport operator. As there are
also no limitations to the number of VPC
Stations at an airport, the airport operator
can plan more VPC depending on the size
and design of the airport.

Even though the regulator has given
some guidelines for conducting VPC, the
regulator is yet to issue the specifications

for CCTV cameras, communication equip-

66

annur International Air-
has
virtual physical check in

port commenced
both domestic and international SHA
while many of the major airports in the
country have not yet initiated the same.
This ensures a better passenger experi-
ence without compromising the security.!
Velayudhan M.V

CSO | KIAL

ment, storage of digital record etc., which are
very much important for the uniformity and
quality of security operations in the country.

For securing items in the bag or even as
a custom, most of us will travel with locked
bags. One of the limitations of VPC is the
bags with lock & key and bags of carton
box/ tied bags which required passenger sup-
port to open and repack during the physical
check. The regulator says airline staff to co-
ordinate with passenger and security staff in
case of lock & key. Now, the airline staff need
to bring the lock & key from the passenger to
Level-4 and to give it back after examination,
which is a time-consuming process. Since the
entire civil aviation in the country is under-
going significant transformation by refining
the process and by adopting latest technolo-
gies, the hygiene of check-in baggage also
needs to be ensured, especially for hold bag-
gage. A “TSA-lock” like concept will help to
overcome the limitation of lock & key issues.
Airline operators should also adopt stringent
measures as the carton boxes and tied bags
will also expose safety issues due to leakages
etc.

The identification of passenger while
doing VPC need to be done virtually and if
the identification can be done with the help
of facial recognition at VPC by integrating
the same with DigiYatra, the concept of VPC
will also become a part of DigiYatra.
Summary

The concept of VPC stands as a testa-
ment to digital transformation of civil avia-
tion in the country. The regulatory bodies
need to mandate the operators to have this
facility at all airports in the country and need
to refine the specification and procedures for
conducting VPC to make the facility more
efficient. The airport operator needs to take
initiatives for having this facility at their air-
ports for the betterment of passenger expe-
rience which will also foster the commercial

activities at the airport.H
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B A motorcyclists Tapestry B

John Rickshelton | Junior Executive, BPCL

he rumble of my bike echoed
through the crisp morning air.

Dust swirled behind me as my

trusty bike roared down the coast, Kan-
nurs salty breeze whipping through my
hair. Gone were the air-conditioned cab-
ins of the airport; today, I was a nomad,
embracing the freedom of the open road.
Payyambalam Beach was my first pit
stop. Golden sands stretched like an end-
less carpet, the rhythmic roar of the ocean
a constant lullaby. Palm trees swayed like
dancers in the wind, whispering secrets of
ancient navigators and forgotten empires.
The salty air, laced with the fragrance of
frangipani, washed away the city’s grime,

leaving only a thrilling sense of liberation.

The journey took an enchanting turn

as I explored the wilderness of Muzhap-
pilangad Drive-in Beach. Nestled between
the Arabian Sea, this drive-in beach pro-
vided an exhilarating experience as my
bike cruised along the sands. The rustle of
coconut palms, the vast expanse of the sea,
and the sensation of riding on the beach
created a surreal communion with nature.
From the sun-kissed shores, I ven-
tured into the emerald embrace of the
Western Ghats. The air grew cooler, dap-
pled by the playful dance of sunbeams
through the verdant canopy. The serpen-
tine roads, unfurling like emerald rib-
bons, were a playground for my motorcy-
cle, its throaty purr a counterpoint to the
symphony of the forest. Lush paddy fields
shimmered like emeralds, and quaint vil-
lages, untouched by the hurried pace of city
life, beckoned me with their simple charm.
As the day surrendered to the velvet
embrace of night, I found myself amidst
the pulsating rhythms of a Theyyam perfor-
mance. Painted faces, adorned with elaborate
costumes, danced with a primal energy, their
movements echoing ancient rituals and for-
gotten deities. The hypnoticbeatof the drums,
the chanting of prayers, and the raw devotion
of the performers transported me to a realm
beyond time and space, where faith and folk-
lore intertwined in a mesmerizing spectacle.
The streets, lined with bustling eateries,
beckoned me to indulge in the rich art of

Malabar cuisine. From the tantalizing aroma

of Malabar biryani to the aromatic curries,

Each bite was a voyage through the region’s
history and cultural heritage. Whether sa-
vouring the local delicacies tucked away in
hidden gems or relishing street-side treats,
my bike and I became culinary connois-
seurs, weaving through the unique Flavors
that define Kannur’s gastronomic landscape.

AsTrode back towards the familiar lights
of the airport, my heart brimmed with a new-
found understanding. Kannur wasn’t just a
place I work; it was a tapestry of experienc-
es, waiting to be unravelled by anyone who
dared to venture beyond the runway. And I,
for one, couldn’t wait to explore its next fold,
every twist and turn promising a tale whis-

pered not on tarmac, but on the open road.®
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HIGHLIGHTS

NS NO
COMPROMISE!!!

* Follow rules
* Stick to safety standards
* Foster effective communication

Safety poster which was awarded first prize in the safety poster making
o competition. The poster was submitted by
Ms. Revathi Babu K | Jr. Manager- Electrical.
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Leveraging
the Growing
Demand

for Aircraft

Opportunities
for Financially
Struggling
Airports

ndia’s aviation sector stands on the brink of a monumental air-
Icraft influx, yet major airports grapple with a dire shortage of

parking space, foreshadowing operational challenges. This pre-
dicament, however, unveils a potential lifeline for airports strug-
gling for financial growth amidst the industry’s turbulence.

The scarcity of parking stands at key airports like Delhi and
Mumbai, pivotal hubs for flight operations, has created an unexpect-
ed opportunity for struggling airports facing financial constraints.
These airports, marked by excess space and limited operational traf-
fic, could pivot this crisis into an opportunity to reinvigorate their
financial dimensions.

The prospect of leveraging this situation for airports in finan-
cial straits pivots on several key factors:

1. Excess Vacant Space: Airports struggling for financial growth
often possess surplus stands, unutilized due to lower operational
traffic. This abundance could entice aitlines facing parking con-
straints to consider these airports as viable alternatives for parking,
servicing, or even rerouting flights.

2. Redeployment Strategy: Airlines grappling with parking is-
sues in metropolitan airports may seek alternative stopovers or bases
in financially struggling airports. These struggling airports” surplus
space can facilitate smoother scheduling, maintenance checks, and
operational flexibility, potentially attracting airlines in need.

3. Revenue Potential: The crisis-induced opportunity could be
a financial boon for struggling airports. Increased utilization of their
space for parking and servicing aircraft could significantly augment
their revenue streams through increased landing fees, service charg-
es, and potential partnerships with airlines seeking cost-effective
alternatives.

4. Regional Impact: The shift of flights to struggling airports
could inadvertently bolster regional connectivity, benefiting smaller
cities and regions nearby. This ripple effect might contribute to eco-
nomic development and enhanced tourism in these areas.

However, capitalizing on this opportunity necessitates concert-
ed efforts from struggling airports:

- Infrastructure Enhancement: Readying infrastructure, ser-
vices, and facilities to accommodate increased traffic and demand
for parking and maintenance is imperative.

- Collaborative Approach: Collaborating with airlines, offering

[ incentives, and forging mutually beneficial agreements could incen-

tivize airlines to utilize these struggling airports as alternative hubs.

In conclusion, the imminent aircraft surge and the associated
parking challenges at major Indian airports present a unique op-
portunity for financially struggling airports. By capitalizing on their
available space, strategic positioning, and fostering favorable con-
ditions for airlines, these airports can potentially rejuvenate their
financial prospects, redefining their roles and impact in India’s avia-

tion landscape.
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Roshin. P FRO KIAL

ircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) is a vital compo-

nent of airport safety and emergency response at Kannur

nternational Airport Limited (KIAL). It is a specialized dis-
cipline that encompasses a range of skills and strategies dedicated to
combating fires, rescuing passengers and crew, and mitigating other
emergencies involving aircraft.

The primary objective of ARFF is to ensure the safety and well-
being of individuals onboard in an aircraft during an emergency. This
requires a highly trained and well-equipped team of professionals
who can swiftly respond to incidents and execute rescue and fire-
fighting operations effectively.

In the event of an aircraft accident, time is of the essence. ARFF
teams are trained to respond rapidly to the scene, fully equipped with
the necessary fire-fighting apparatus and rescue tools. Their profi-
ciency in assessing the situation, determining the severity of the fire,
and deciding on the appropriate response is crucial in minimizing the
potential loss of life and property.

To effectively combat aircraft fires, ARFF teams utilize advanced
firefighting equipment and technologies. These include specialized
firefighting vehicles such as Airfield Crash Fire Tender (ACFT)
equipped with high-capacity water turrets and foam systems designed

24 | WeCNN | Jan-Mar 2024

to rapldly extinguish aircraft ﬁres The foam is particularly effectlve
in suppressing fuel fires, as it creates a barrier between the fuel and
oxygen, thereby smothering the fire and preventing its spread.
Rosenbauer PANTHER ACFTs imported from Austria are be-
ing used for highly effective firefighting in KIAL. Here at KIAL, there
are four ACFTs each costing approximately twelve crores in Indian
rupees at the current exchange rate. The PANTHER 6x6 features

“Throughout the day, the firefighters
remain on high alert, ready to respond

to any emergency calls. Aircraft-related
incidents can occur at any time, demand-
ing swift action and decisive decision-
making. When the alarm sounds, the fire
fighters spring into action, rushing to the
scene in their proficiently maintained

crash tenders.”



an impressive engine power of up to 690 hp. This 40,000 kg vehicle
provides an acceleration of 0-80 km/h in 34 secs, having a top speed
of about 115 km/hr. The ACFT water capacity is 10,000L, foam ca-
pacity is about 1300L and the pump can discharge water at a rate of
8200LPM.

A Day at the Fire Station

A typical day at an ARFF station begins with a briefing led by
the Shift Supervisor/Duty Fire Officer (DFO). Here, firefighters dis-
cuss any ongoing issues from previous shifts, review safety protocols,
and assess any potential risks for the day ahead. This comprehensive
briefing ensures that every member of the team is up to date and well-
prepared for whatever challenges that may arise. This is followed by a
parade practice which reinforces discipline along with command and
control amongst the crew.

One of the most important aspects of an ARFF firefighter’s du-
ties is equipment maintenance and inspection. After taking over the
duty, firefighters meticulously inspect and test all their rescue tools
and vehicles to  ensure they are in optimal working condition. This
includes checking the fire apparatus, breathing apparatus, communi-

cation systems, and the essential foam and water supplies. Attention

to detail is  crucial, as any malfunction or defect could prove fatal in
an emergency situation.

Training is another critical component of an ARFF firefighter’s
day. These highly skilled individuals regularly engage in rigorous
training exercises to simulate various emergency scenarios.

These drills enable them to hone their skills, boost their team-
work, and stay up to date with the latest techniques and technologies

used in aircraft firefighting. They practice handling different types of




workshops to stay updated on the latest firefighting techniques, safety
protocols, and advancements in aircraft technology. These activities
ensure that firefighters remain physically fit, mentally sharp, and al-
ways ready to perform their duties effectively.

In addition to firefighting, ARFF teams are often called upon
to handle medical emergencies. They provide immediate medical
attention to injured passengers and crew members, stabilizing their
conditions until additional medical personnel arrive. The firefight-
ers trained in basic life support act as first responders, administering
CPR, splinting broken bones, and providing critical care to those in
need. They are trained to handle a variety of medical emergencies,
from minor injuries to life-threatening situations.

Just like any other fire station, camaraderie is a crucial aspect of
an ARFF team’s daily life. Firefighters live together, eat together, and
train together, forging strong bonds that contribute to the effective-
ness and efficiency of their operations. They rely on each other for
support, knowing that their lives often depend on the actions and
competence of their teammates.

Being an ARFF firefighter is not just a job, it’s a commitment
to public safety and the well-being of others. It requires unwavering
dedication, perseverance, and a strong sense of camaraderie.

While an aircraft accident is not something anyone wishes for,
passengers can find reassurance knowing that, if such an unfortunate
event were to occur, the KIAL ARFF is fully capable and prepared to
swiftly deploy for their safety.

In conclusion, a day in the life of an ARFF firefighter is far from
ordinary. From thorough briefings to equipment inspections, intense
training exercises, and responding to emergencies, they are always

on the front line of safety. M

ARFF | Onam Celebrations

aircraft fires, evacuating passengers, and
using specialized equipment such as hy-
draulic rescue tools, air lifting bags etc.

Throughout the day, the firefighters
remain on high alert, ready to respond
to any emergency calls.  Aircraft-related
incidents can occur at any time, demand-
ing swift action and decisive decision-
making. When the alarm sounds, the
fire fighters spring into action, rushing to
the scene in their proficiently well-main- |
tained crash tenders.

During  non-emergency  hours,
firefighters engage in various activities
to promote team cohesion and relaxa-
tion. They might engage in physical fit-
ness training, attend additional training
courses, conduct routine station main-

tenance, or participate in educational
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JOURNEY

FIRST FLIGHT &0

Jayadevan Malgudi | General Secretar};,w e P

n the vibrant tapestry of Kannur International Airport’s (KIAL)

development, one entity stands out—the Team Historical First

Flight Journey (THEJ). Comprising blue-collar NRI laborers,
corporate visionaries, and dedicated well-wishers, THF] is more than
an association; it’s a catalyst for progress.

Picture this: a historic flight from KIAL to Abu Dhabi on De-
cember 9, 2018, marking the inception of THE]’s journey. As the
aircraft soared through the skies, it wasn't just a commute; it was a
celebration. Passengers, a mix of blue-collar workers, corporate fig-
ures, and enthusiasts, reveled in the joy of the moment with songs
and dance. The camaraderie was palpable, creating an atmosphere of
jubilation that permeated the entire flight.

Touching down in Abu Dhabi, the reception was nothing short
of grand. Various organizations welcomed the THEF] contingent with
banquets and flowers, setting the tone for what would become an
extraordinary odyssey. During the flight itself, a simple WhatsApp
group took shape, later transforming into the influential consortium
that THEF] is known as today.

Beyond the celebratory gestures, THF] had a mission— to el-
evate KIAL onto the global aviation map. The call for the ‘point of
call’ (POC) status for foreign airlines echoed through the years. This
advocacy wasn't a one-time affair; it became an annual

spectacle. Picture the reenactment of the historic flight,

passengers adorned in meticulously coordinated blue attire, a visual
testament to their commitment to the cause.

Venturing beyond the skies, THF] strategically engaged with
ministers and businessmen through events and seminars in Abu Dha-
bi, Dubai, and Kerala. The anniversary celebrations of KIAL became
more than just milestones; they were platforms for dialogue, adorned
with diverse slogans and engaging activities.

The narrative unfolds further in 2023, as THF]J took its advo-
cacy to the political hub, Delhi. Meetings with influential figures,
including Ministers and MPs, marked a turning point. Memos were
submitted, outlining the need for POC status, connection flights to
the Far East, and a Haj embarkation facility at KIAL. Positive re-
sponses, especially regarding Haj embarkation, added momentum to
THEJ’s cause.

December 2023 witnessed THF]’s commitment in action—
a fact-finding mission comparing KIAL with other airports. As the
pages of THF]’s journey continue to unfold, this consortium of dedi-
cated individuals remains steadfast in its quest to shape the future of
Kannur International Airport and, by extension, the prosperity of

North Malabar. The story is still being written, and THF] prompts

admiration from afar, showcasing a dedicated group steering to-

wards a future of growth and accomplishment. M
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azhassi Project, a significant irrigation en-

deavor, was formally inaugurated on January

1, 1979, by the esteemed Prime Minister of
India, Mr. Morarji Desai. As we delve into the ev-
er-evolving development of our nation, the region
surrounding Pazhassi Dam, situated in the historic
land of Veera Pazhassi Raja, emerges as a promising
hub for tourism. This article takes you on a journey
through the potential of Pazhassi Dam and the ini-
tiatives shaping its tourism landscape.
A Gateway to Endless Possibilities

The allure of Pazhassi Dam lies not only in
its functional significance but also in its untapped
potential for tourism. The synergy of essential in-
frastructure—transportation, electricity, and water
supply—with the natural beauty and expansive
government-owned land sets the stage for compre-
hensive tourism development.
Tourist Attractions at Veliyambra
Veliyambra, under the aegis of the District

Tourism Department, has become a focal point
for tourist engagement. The establishment of a
children’s park, the organization of events, and the
introduction of boating have successfully drawn
a substantial number of domestic tourists to the
Pazhassi Dam site. Further elevating the experience,
a private agency working with the tourism depart-

ment has orchestrated cultural programs and musi-

manan Kuiloor | Social Worker

cal nights, marking a significant leap in the tourism
sector around Pazhassi Dam.
Envisioning Future Tourism

To capitalize on the tourism potential, envi-
sioning a comprehensive framework is imperative.
Standard accommodation, food courts, and bever-
age facilities strategically positioned in the serene
hilly atmosphere surrounding Pazhassi Dam can
undoubtedly attract foreign tourists. The vision ex-
tends to prioritizing spacious arrangements for cul-
tural events, introducing hi-tech parks, construct-
ing view bungalows, fostering folk lore initiatives,
establishing exhibition halls narrating the history
and cultural developments of Kerala, creating a
comprehensive library, and curating art galleries
that highlight the history and contributions of free-
dom fighters.
The Historic Connection

Named after the illustrious Veera Pazhassi, this
historically rich land is conveniently located just
fifteen kilometers away from the Kannur Interna-
tional Airport. Pazhassi Dam not only stands as an
engineering marvel but also represents a canvas of
untapped tourism potential. As we envision the fu-
ture, the exploration of the profound heritage and
potential inherent in Pazhassi Dam makes it a cyno-

sure on the tourism map.H
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K:nnur International Airport Limited reached i ami‘ﬁ Eam
a significant milestone in September 2023 . =
y successfully accommodating a cumulative S~ kS am o e % __
total of 5 million passengers. The facilitation of the 5 - . I i
millionth passenger was conducted in the esteemed
presence of Sh. Shailaja Teacher, MLA-Mattannur,
and Sh. Shamseer, Speaker-LA.
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RAJEESH R PRASAD CHANDRAN REJITH K
Dy.M-CIVIL Dy.M-ELECTRICAL AM-SECURITY

SYED MOHD. SAHIR ANOOP GANESH A GOkUL GANESH
AM-SECURITY Jr.M-MD OFFICE BSE-SECURITY
.................................... COURSE COMPLETION

AVSEC National Auditor's Course | BCAS
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AM-SECURITY M-SECURITY JM-SECURITY
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As part of the 5th Anniversary Celebrations of Kannur Airport, a series of Sports and Arts events were organized. The fes-
tivities commenced with the sports events, culminating in the Arts Day event, which garnered wholehearted participation
from all agencies associated with the airport.
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INTERNATIONAL | ABU DHABI 6x | BAHRAIN 2x | DOHA 11x | DUBAI 8x | JEDDAH 3x
KUWAIT 2x | MUSCAT 5x | RIYADH 1x | SHARJAH 11x

DOMESTIC BENGALURU 29x | CHENNAI 7x | COCHIN 7x
HYDERABAD 7x | MUMBAI 6x | TRIVANDRUM 9x
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Towards a new dawn

The happiness of a nation lies in
the dignity of its Daughters

www.wed.nic.in | www.mygov.in/group_info/Beti-Bachao-Beti-Padhao | international Airport
‘A Y s Y e e 4




Myshque'

Mot Tradition:
ggand Culture

—
- g

: ..’_ﬂ

- SCANTHE QR DE T0
vy o T R
ol "“:3 oL e

e U8 f - ~ <

- - \ -
/9‘ - \ ad » +
> i



